
JEFF COOPER’S RULES OF GUN SAFETY 

(MY DEFINITION OF “GUN CONTROL”) 

RULE I 

ALL GUNS ARE ALWAYS LOADED 

RULE II 

NEVER LET THE MUZZLE COVER ANYTHING YOU ARE NOT WILLING TO DESTROY 

RULE III 

KEEP YOUR FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER UNTIL YOUR SIGHTS ARE ON THE TARGET 

RULE IV 

BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET (KNOW WHAT IT IS, WHAT IS IN LINE WITH IT AND WHAT IS BEHIND IT.  

NEVER SHOOT AT ANYTHING YOU HAVE NOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED.) 

SUMMARY 

MAKE THESE RULES A PART OF YOUR CHARACTER.  BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS, WHETHER 

ON THE RANGE OR IN A FIGHT.  DO NOT ASSUME ANYTHING.  KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING. 
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